New Jersey Fire Prevention & Protection Association
January 7th 2010 Executive Board Meeting Minutes
(Approved 2/4/2010)

President Stanley Sickels called the meeting to order at 10:37 AM in Cafeteria "B" of the Middlesex County Fire Academy.  Other officers present were the Vice President, Joe Popolo, Secretary Craig Babcock, Sergeant at Arms Kieran Flynn, and the Northern Regional Vice-President Rich Silva.  Secretary Babcock reported that he had heard from the Central Regional Vice-President and from the Southern Regional Vice President who both expressed their regrets at not being able to attend today's meeting.  Presidents or representatives from the following counties were present:  Camden, Middlesex, Monmouth, Essex, Union, Somerset, and Cape May.


President Sickels welcomed all 13 present and thanked them for coming.  In his report the President he had received request from both the League of Municipalities and  from the transition team for incoming Governor Christie for our comments or concerns regarding DCA and asking for suggestions for "mandate relief" through Executive Order. In a letter sent by the NJLM topics mentioned are "statutory mandate, like Affordable Housing Act or Binding Arbitration."  Each Association that received this letter was asked to "list four or five mandates -- large or small -- that impose costs on local budgets.  Please provide as much information as you can.  The name of the agency responsible for the mandate, the Administrative Code citation and an estimate of the average costs or an example of the cost in one (or a few) case(s) would be very helpful.”

President Sickels pointed out that we, as state representatives of Fire Code and Fire Sub-Code Officials have an opportunity to provide input to the transition team.  Information needs to be gathered as soon as possible.  President Sickels requested that Secretary Babcock get a message out to the membership to get mandate concerns and Division of Fire Safety or Codes and Standards concerns and/or issues to both the Secretary cbfireinspector@msn.com and the President president@njfppa.org so we can collate them and forward same to the incoming administration. Secretary Babcock was also asked to get this request to the Yahoo Fire Marshal's and Fire Safety Groups. 


In discussing issues President Sickels said he is concerned by the loss of Division funds (or the skim) that are collected by the State pursuant to the Uniform Fire Safety Act but not dedicated for the purposes of the Act. He further mentioned the fact that local fire officials being monitored have been cited for not doing inspections in non-Life Hazards, yet the Division does not do such inspections in towns where they have jurisdiction. He said that he hopes under the new administration that the Division will get back to the original mission of the Division as outlined in the original Fire Safety Commission report and invest in Fire Code Enforcement inspections and support instead foam systems.  
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The President reported he had received a draft of the proposed Bulletin on jurisdiction in one or two family dwellings from the Division and had reviewed the draft and found it compliant word for word with the draft approved by the Codes Advisory Council in early December. However, the current status of the bulletin is unknown. 
The President also discussed the following goals for the coming year:

· He hopes we can have a new website patterned on the Builders Association web site.  
· He would like to have joint board meetings with County Associations and "pick their brains."  
· He would also like to set up regional meetings and encourage County Associations and their membership to join the State Association so we may speak with one voice where appropriate.  The Secretary said that he would send the new membership forms, under a separate email to the County Presidents so they can encourage their members to join the State Association.  The Secretary also pointed out that he has received expressions of interest from Essex, Cape May, and Bergen County Presidents for hosting a regional NJFPPA meeting.

One of the options of the new administration is to dissolve the Division of Community Affairs. There are good models of State Fire Marshal’s Offices and Fire Safety Divisions under Law and Public Safety in other states such as Maryland and Delaware. The President hopes the Christie Administration will take a serious look at these examples. 


President Sickels hopes to raise the remainder of funds needed for a plaque in honor of John H. Flaherty, the first president of the NJFPPA which the Bloomfield Fire Department has already agreed to have mounted on their fire station. Total cost of the bronze plaque is between 4 and 5 thousand dollars.  The Association has 3500 dollars in hand and hopes to raise the rest so the plaque can be mounted before October 1, 2010.  He asked the Secretary to send out a flier to solicit financial support.

President Sickels also asked Secretary Babcock to contact the County presidents and ask them to download the Poster Contest Packet from the DFS and to distribute it at their upcoming meetings.  The deadline for submissions is Monday, March 15th, 2010.

It is the President's goal that the NJFPPA provide informational services to its members and that it act as an advocate for its membership.
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Vice-President Joe Pololo wanted everyone to know that there is a Tri-County Fire Prevention Association meeting (Union, Hudson, and Essex) at the West Caldwell Fire Station on Tuesday March 2nd at 10:00AM.  Come by 9:30 AM as there is a great breakfast.  Joe also stressed the importance of including email addresses in membership applications so we can communicate with our members.  Joe reported that we did not make or loose money on the annual dinner and echoed President Sickels in conveying what a terrific event the evening is in a great place, with great food, and outstanding company.


The Treasurer's report was given by Vice President Joe Popolo in Dave Maas's absence.  All our bills are paid and we have adequate if not significant funds.


Secretary Babcock reported that he had updated all the applications and has decided to leave the Association address in Springfield with the Treasurer and Vice-President both at that location.  He has tasked them to fax, scan and email, or snail mail a copy of each membership application to him in his home office so he can build the data base of members.  Craig thanked Vice-President Bill Rieger for recommending that he contact Grace Forrester at the DFS to obtain a list of County Presidents, because that is where he got his current list
Sgt. At Arms Kieran Flynn distributed a sign in sheet. He also asked if we had been able to locate the Association Banner. President Sickels reported that John Delasandro of DCA had the banner (since the Building Safety Week Conference).


North Regional VP Rich Silva expressed his considerable concern about the transition team targeting Binding Arbitration.  He considers it a direct attack on the fire and law enforcement services.  Rich distributed information a faulty hydrants -- the Stem Replacement Project on Medallion and F2500 hydrants at www.clowvalue.com.  Rich also informed us that the DFS has recently realized that they are responsible for the annual inspection of all the railroad stations and buildings throughout the State of New Jersey -- there are over 900 buildings.
Old Business: 
There was no Old Business.


New Business: 
Under New Business a motion was made, seconded, and passed to permit the Secretary to submit receipts for expenses to the Treasurer for reimbursement.  

Lewis Ostrander from Cape May County expressed his concern about the Fire Commission.  He feels it needs our attention.  There are numerous irregularities and several members are of advanced age.   The next Fire Commission meeting is at 10 AM on Wednesday January 27th at the Middlesex Academy.  He also asked if there was a 
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way to get information about the life span and possible replacement of the original infrared cameras distributed by the State as several are still in use in Cape May County. 


Secretary Babcock was asked by Essex County FPPA President to send out a juvenile fire setter request when he receives it from her.  He will do so.  He was also asked to send out notice and application for Inspector of the Year as they are due mid-February.


President Sickels asked for volunteers for various committees. Committee reports were as follows:

Nominating


Past President Art Londensky -  No Report
Award Dinner

Joe Popolo – Covered under Vice President’s Report
Bylaws


Bob Davidson - No Report. Members were reminded that the Bylaws can be downloaded from our web site. The President stated he was looking for a volunteer for this committee Chair due to Bob’s relocation out of state. He also stated that the Bylaws regarding meetings should be reviewed.
Poster Contest/Scholarship
Dave Maas – There was no report. However, several members present spoke of their concern regarding acceptance of electronically generated posters as opposed to traditionally prepared posters.
Building Safety Week
Gary Lewis – No Report (there is no date yet)

League of Municipalities
Stanley Sickels – The President reported on the successful training sessions conducted in Atlantic City including a U.L. presentation on Lightweight Truss Fire Testing and The proposed IRC Residential Sprinkler Regulations. It was suggested that these programs be developed into day long seminars to be sponsored by the Association.

Membership:  No Additional Report
Auditing:  Dave Maas wasn’t present. The President reminded everyone that our accounts are audited each by an independent firm. 
Education: Rich Silvia suggested that the programs delivered in Atlantic City be developed into day long seminars to be sponsored by the Association. It was also suggested that the Association provide some short training session/information at the regional meetings (such as fire escapes).
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Ad Hoc Committees:


Web Site

Rich Silva and Craig Babcock to work on changes.


Fire Code Forum
No Report


Regional Meetings
Kevin Batzel – No Report
 
Secretary Babcock was asked to solicit from the membership additional members for committees to help the Association better function.
Good and Welfare: 


All Executive Board Meetings are held at 10:30 AM the first Thursday of the month at the Middlesex County Fire Academy unless otherwise designated.  All County Fire Prevention Association Presidents, their Vice-Presidents, and/or Representatives have a seat at the table.


The next meeting is Thursday February 4th, 2010 at 10:30 AM at the Middlesex County Fire Academy.


The meeting was adjourned at 12:41 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Craig Babcock

NJFPPA Secretary

