New Jersey Fire Prevention & Protection Association
February 4 th, 2010, Executive Board Meeting Minutes
(draft)


President Stanley Sickels called the meeting to order at 10:40 AM in Cafeteria "B" of the Middlesex County Fire Academy.  Other officers present were Secretary Craig Babcock, Treasurer Dave Maas, Sergeant at Arms Kieran Flynn, Central Regional Vice-President Kevin Batzel, and Southern Regional Vice-President William Rieger.  Presidents or representatives from the following counties were present:  Camden, Cape May, Essex, Gloucester, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, Somerset, and Union.

President Sickels welcomed all 12 present and thanked them for coming.  In his report the President pointed out that Governor Christie had issued Executive Order No. 1 that has placed a 90 day freeze on adoption of the 2009 Editions of the ICC codes which  specifically includes a 90 day freeze on the adoption of the sprinkler requirements for one and two family dwellings. President Sickels further stated that the order specifically excludes matters that affect public health and safety.  President Sickels stated he is arranging a meeting to put forth our case for ICC adoption and residential sprinklers.  

The President reported on a study conducted by FM Global which clearly indicates that residential sprinkler systems greatly contribute to “Green Building” design due to the reduced amount of water utilization by 50 % during suppression, reduced release of greenhouse gases (CO) by 99%, reduced water run-off and air pollutants released, and reduced carbon footprint associated with repair and reconstruction of the home.  Stanley will send this information to Craig for distribution.

The President indicated the Transition Team Report regarding the DCA seems to be supportive of the DFS.  It notes that 5 million dollars are diverted annually from the DFS to Codes and Standards.  The report also calls for a more in depth audit of the DFS with emphasis on Division funding and evaluation of staffing.


The President again requested the County organizations forward any concerns they have regarding the DFS and/or Codes & Standards to him so that we can incorporate all of our concerns into a comprehensive report to the Transition Team and new Commissioner.  He has heard from two associations so far.  Once received he plans to prepare a draft report and distribute same to the County Presidents for review prior to submission.

The President reported he had attended the Fire Safety Commission meeting and the DFS “Fire In New Jersey” State report is out with 71 fatalities in New Jersey last year with 40% occurring in one and two family homes.
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DFS also reported that Fifteen thousand smoke detectors will be available this year through the "Operations Save A Life" program in 2010.

President Sickels suggested that we join the New Jersey Fire and Emergency Medical Services Institute (www.njfemsi.org).  Their purpose is to speak with pool our resources when dealing with the legislature. They employ an Executive Director who is a full time lobbyist that would act on our behalf.  Dues are $250 per year and we are entitled to three representatives.  Decisions at their meeting are by consensus of those present.  Chris Weniger offered to attend the March 30th meeting which is held in South Brunswick.


The President gave congratulations and thanks to Vice-President Kevin Batzel who had a very nice article published in the Asbury Park Press regarding the importance of sprinkler systems.
   


The President reported that as a State Chapter, we have a seat on the Fire Marshal's Association of North America.  They provide airfare to the Chapter President to attend their annual meeting (this year being in Denver, Colorado).  Last year we paid the motel cost for President Sickels to attend.  He requested that we do so again this year.

We also have a seat on the ICC Region Seven Committee.  The meetings are in Hagerstown Maryland.  They start on a Thursday afternoon and continue through Friday day.  There are four seats allotted for New Jersey.  Currently three of the four are occupied by reps of the Building Officials Association.  He asked if anyone is interested in serving as our representative as Gary Lewis hasn’t been attending. The rep should be someone who is dual licensed.  Scott McCormick of Hamilton Township currently attends as well. Camden County Association President Ernest Busch offered to attend as our representative.

Secretary Babcock reported that he and Amy Tanski, Secretary of the Hudson County Fire Prevention Association, have spent considerable time and effort bringing our web site up to date, with some minor structural changes.  He expressed his thanks to Amy for all her help. All of the information about meeting schedules and contacts is now current and the email system now works.  Craig has chosen this system for building our email contact list as it has a maximum of 99 emails in each group and the information he enters will be available to the next secretary.  He has entered over 150 email addresses from a list of voting members he received from past-secretary Joe Popolo.  He suspects that this is a list from 2008 put together by past vice-president Bob Davidson but this is all he has to work with.  He passed a hard copy of this list around to the county presidents who were interested in seeing who belonged from their associations.  
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Craig reported that he completed seven of the eight E-mailings that he had been asked to do at the January meeting.  The one not yet done is the request for funding for the plaque for deceased past-president John H. Flaherty.   He needs an electronic copy of the letter of appeal which President Sickels said he would send to the Secretary.  Craig will send this appeal out when the membership email list is completed in the near future. 
 Craig noted that an error in the January minutes regarding investigation of fires by the Division in the City of Passaic, which was based on erroneous information that President Sickels had received from an employee of the Division, has been corrected.  Both President Sickels and Secretary Babcock apologized for this error in writing and Craig spoke directly to Tom Simpson at the Seton Hall/City Fire seminar.  Tom Simpson graciously accepted the apology.  The minutes of each monthly Executive Board meeting will henceforth be issued as "draft" minutes after each meeting.
A motion was made by Imelda Muench, seconded by Mark Gore, and passed to accept the January Meeting Minutes as amended.
Treasurer Dave Maas did not have a prepared Treasurer’s report. He stated that there has been no income from membership applications thus far this year.  It was noted that this was normal as most membership is paid through municipal purchase orders.  There was also no final accounting for the Annual Dinner from Joe Popolo.  President Sickels expressed the need for this report to be provided ASAP.


Sgt At Arms Kieran Flynn had no report.


Central Regional Vice President Kevin Batzel stated he is still attempting to organize a regional meeting. Several ideas were offered.


Southern Regional Vice President  Bill Rieger had no report. 

Poster Contest Chairman Dave Mass stated that there currently is no new category for computer generated entries.  It is too late for this year and should be explored for next year.

Fire Code Forum: Pictures and stories were shared by Stanley Sickels and Tom Welsh about a fire in a car repair facility where a flammable brake cleaner, its improper storage, distribution, and use contributed to the cause of a dangerous fire.  The cleaner, “Barke Wash” is from Zep Corporation and was stored in a 55 gallon drum inside the garage, dispensed into non-approved white plastic containers, and further dispensed by gravity into stainless steel aerosol containers. These containers were then pressurized by air hose.  In this case the highly flammable brake cleaner was stored on a shelf on one side of a car on a lift while a acetylene torch was used on the other side. 
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The dripping Brake Wash from the white plastic container was ignited by sparks from the torch. The Zep corporate offices in Georgia have been contacted about the dangerous use of their product as promoted by their local sales rep and it was noted that we most likely have this danger throughout the state as this product is replacing a chlorine containing cleaner recently prohibited by the EPA.  The Secretary suggested that we do a warning notice about this danger.
Old Business: 
There was no Old Business.


New Business: 
There was no New Business.

The next meeting is Thursday March 4th, 2010 at 10:30 AM at the Middlesex County Fire Academy most likely in Cafeteria "B".

The meeting was adjourned at 1:02 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Craig Babcock

NJFPPA Secretary

