New Jersey Fire Prevention & Protection Association
March 4th, 2010, Executive Board Meeting Minutes
(draft)


President Stanley Sickels called the meeting to order at 10:40 AM in a classroom of the Middlesex County Fire Academy.  Other officers present were Vice-President Joe Popolo, Secretary Craig Babcock, and Sergeant at Arms Kieran Flynn. Presidents or representatives from the following counties were present:  Camden, Middlesex, and Monmouth.

President Sickels welcomed all 7 present and thanked them for coming. There followed a flag solute and a moment of silence.  In his report the President expressed his concern for the possible effect of Governor Christie's 90 day executive order with its freeze on enforcement of ICC codes, as long as this does not affect public safety and health.  President Sickels plans to put forth our case for residential sprinklers at Montclair State College on the 23rd of March at a time and place to be announced 48 hours before the event.  He hopes that we can pack the room with uniform firefighters to heighten the impact of our support for residential sprinklers.  He will have the Secretary post comments, with permission, on the web site. 

The President expressed his conviction that the money that the Division of Fire Safety generates should go to the Division of Fire Safety, that the codes should get squared away, and that the issues generated by confusion over what can be required under Subchapter 3 and Subchapter 4 should be resolved and made clear.

The President again requested that concerns from county organizations be sent to him.  He has heard from three associations so far.  He plans to collate this input, distribute it, and act upon it.  Later in the meeting discussion will be held as he has brought copies on the input received so far to be distributed.

President Sickels noted that he, Craig Babcock, Joe Popolo, Dave Mass, and Rich Silva had all attended the Tri-County (Union, Hudson, and Essex) Association meeting in West Caldwell on Tuesday the 2nd of March.  At the meeting he spoke with enthusiasm about the history of our Association beginning in that area and about our work supporting the fire safety community.  Secretary Babcock explained membership options and pasted out over 50 applications.  Essex County President Imelda Muench spoke passionately in support of joining and participating in the NJFPPA.


Vice-President Joe Popolo reported on the Annual Dinner.  It is an expensive affair and it was agreed that we will need to raise the cost of tickets from $65 to $75 per person.  There are very few complimentary tickets given out.  Even the Executive Board Members pay for their tickets.  After all money is collected there may be a modest "profit" to go towards the good works of the Association.
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Secretary Babcock reported that he had emailed to the membership the ICC request for panel members to generate tests for the new residential sprinkler certification.  President Sickels said that he had participated in similar ICC work, that it is very interesting, and takes place all over the country.  ICC pays for travel, meals and housing.  He encouraged people to do it.  The Secretary said he is still experiencing some difficulties with the web site email system. For instance he has just discovered that when non-usable emails are deleted from the master list they are not automatically deleted from sub-lists which must be done manually.  Craig spoke about the mess that exists regarding the testing of Fire Inspectors for certification. The ICC, who administered the test on the New Jersey version of 2006 IFC has stopped doing so.  They are now only testing on the full 2009 IFC.  The President said he would write a letter to the ICC about this mater.  Craig said that up until yesterday there had been no progress but that it had been reported at the Morris County Fire Prevention Association that a meeting between the appropriate staff from the DFS and the ICC has been scheduled.  Craig said he had been given by his plumbing sub-code inspector a DVD on Home Fire Sprinklers from the International Residential Code Fire Sprinkler Coalition.  It is hosted by Retired California State Fire Marshal Ronny J. Coleman, about an hour long, and available from www.ircfiresprinkler.org.   Craig also mentioned that at the Tri-County Meeting, Essex County asked for support for a NJ State Legislative bill.  Bill A1855 is a legislative expansion of the powers and jurisdiction of municipal arson investigators. 
The minutes of the February meeting were approved and on a personal note Craig said that as of February 15th he is happy to be the Rockaway Township Fire Marshal.

There was no Treasurer's Report. 
Old Business:
There is still confusion between the DFS and our Association about the inclusion of computer generated Posters in the Poster Contest -- included or separate?  Dave Maas and the Association have been saying it is too late to change for this year and the DFS has been saying that there is a separate category this year.  It was agreed a letter from the Association will be sent to the Division on a motion made by Kieran Flynn, and seconded by Kevin Krushinski.

President Sickels brought up that at the last meeting he had suggested that we join the New Jersey Fire and Emergency Medical Services Institute -- www.njfemsi.org.  They do good work and employ a full time lobbyist who would also act on our behalf. 
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Dues are $250 per year and we get three representatives.  Decisions at their meeting are by consensus of those present. A motion to join and pay the dues was made by Tom Haege, seconded by Kevin Krushinski, was passed.  Vice-President Joe Popolo with submit the application and check. 


New Business: 
We have three excellent candidates for Fire Protection Inspector of the Year in 2010.  In no particular order:  Cary Costa from Tinton Falls, James P. Fonzino from the City of Orange, and Richard A Soltis, Jr. from Lawarence Township.  After much discussion a motion was made by Joe Popolo, seconded by Kevin Krushinski, and passed to name Mr. Soltis as 2010 Fire Protection Inspector of the Year.  He will be notified that he is the winner.

A motion was made by Joe Popolo, seconded by Kevin Krushinski was passed to hold the other two applications for further consideration and to notify these two gentlemen that there applications are being held for further consideration -- for other awards later in the year.
Copies of input from Association members regarding the DCA/DFA into the future, distributed earlier in the meeting by the President, were reviewed and discussed.  The President will put together draft bullet points to be distributed to the membership. 


There will be no April Executive Board Meeting due to religious and holiday conflicts in early April.  There will be a General Membership Meeting at the New Jersey Building Safety Conference at 4:00 PM at the Trump Taj Mahal in Atlantic City, in a room to be named later.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:24 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Craig Babcock

NJFPPA Secretary

