New Jersey Fire Prevention & Protection Association
April 29th, 2010, General Meeting Minutes
(draft)


President Stanley Sickels called the meeting to order at 4:05 PM in a conference room of the Taj Mahal Hotel in Atlantic City -- the meeting held in concert with the Building Safety Conference.  The President thanked Gary Lewis for his great job with this event.  He also noted that the NJFPPA contributes $750 to the cost each year. Other Officers present were Vice-President Joe Popolo, Secretary Craig Babcock, Treasurer Dave Maas, and Central Regional Vice-President Kevin Batzel. 

President Sickels welcomed all 26 present and thanked them for coming.  He drew special attention to Richard A. Soltis, Jr. who was presented with the 2010 Fire Protection Inspector of the Year award at the luncheon earlier.  The President presented a plaque to past vice-president Bob Davidson for his outstanding contributions to the Association.  Mr. Davidson has recently moved South.  The Annual Dinner was pitched as the sterling event that it is and everyone's participation was encouraged.


Dave Maas reported on the poster contest which will be judged at the State level Thursday May 3rd at the Springfield Fire Station.  We still need a sponsor for this year's contest as Local #696 cannot do their usual outstanding job this year with over 50% of their members unemployed.  Any suggestions please contact Dave Mass or President Sickels. 

The President distributed written copies of his comments in support of residential sprinklers given to the Red Tape Hearing held March 23rd at Montclair State College.  There were around 50 uniformed firefighters in attendance with nearly 30 signed up to speak including our own Rich Silvia and Craig Babcock. The acting commissioner and the Lt. Governor both implied that they supported the adoption of the sprinkler requirements in 2012.  However, since then the Governor's Office has stated that they wish to review the requirement in 2012 to be sure the economy has recovered before implementation.  Please contact your local legislator and encourage that their support for this extremely important life saving legislation be voiced to the Governor.


NJFPPA membership applications were distributed and those present were urged to make copies and distribute them to their respective fire departments and associations.  Financial support was solicited for the Jack Flaherty memorial plaque.  Check out the UL website about light weight trust construction and get the word out about how very dangerous they are to firefighters.  

Minutes are on the website: www.njfppa.org.


The Treasurer's report was given.


Kevin Batzel is working on regional meetings.  Tom Simpson again offered Bergen County.


The Executive Board is working on a report with suggestions for improving the Division of Fire Safety such as:



- protecting life safety issues



- clarifying Subchapter 4
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- mandating sprinklers in high rise offices



- requiring non-latching fire doors



- resolving occupancy load confusion



- retrofitting sprinklers in furniture stores



- improving radio communication



to name just a few.
Gary Lewis noted that a record number of International Code Council development committee members are from New Jersey and are doing a fine and appreciated job.  He knows that openings are coming up and urges people interested to apply.  President Sickels thanked Gary for representing New Jersey in Code Development.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:51 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,

Craig Babcock

NJFPPA Secretary

